BEAUTY   SPOTS   OF   TRAVAHCORE
3.   Peermade.
Peermade, 49 miles north east of Kottayam and 3,500 feet above sea level, is a hill station with a delightfully cool climate during the hot months of the year. It owes its name to a Mahomedan saint whose tomb is at Kuttikkanam, four miles away. Kecent excavations in the Tengakkal Estate near Vandi-periyar have resulted in the discovery of large dolmens, cromlechs and menhirs, which throw considerable light on the burial customs 6t pre-historic races in South India, Rubber and tea plantations are numerous in the region.
Tekkati, on the Periyar Lake, is within 2 miles of Kuniili and 14 miles from Oumbum. The Periyar Dam is eight miles from Tekkati. The Periyar is entirely a Travancore river. It is by damming this river that water is taken for irrigation in the Madura District through a tunnel over a mile in length. Not far from Tekkati on the Periyar Lake is the Royal Game Sanctuary where elephant, tiger, bison, panther, bear, sambur, spotted deer and other fauna can be seen at close quarters grazing or roaming on the shores of the lake or on the adjacent hills. A cruise on the lake to see these animals in their natural state and to enjoy and admire the magnificent scenery,.nowhere excelled in the East, is alone worth a trip to Travancore. A. State camp shed at Thek-kad and two British Government camp-sheds at the place afford accommodation to the visitor, while at the other end of the lake called Edappalayara, there is a beautiful Bungalow surrounded on the three sides by the lake.
4.  Varkalai, the Gaya of the South.
Though Travancare, deservedly described as the Kashmir of the South, has several beauty spots, very few enjoy the popularity, the varied scenery and a happy combination of land and sea views which Varkalai affords. It is about 22 miles trom Trivandrura, the capital of the State, is about the same from Quilon, and is reached by the South Indian Railway. It is a famous place of pilgrimage for Hindus of all denominations throughout India Under the name of Janardhan, and devotees flock almost every day to this Gaya of the South. (21)